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Special Resources for Parents 

 

The Special Ed Connection is a resource available to parents of students 

who have an individual education plan (IEP) and are receiving special 

education services.  This special resource is provided by the Florida 

Department of Education to help parents gain a better understanding of 

special education processes and learn how to help their child/children 

benefit from special education services.  There is no cost to families for 

this valuable resource.  

 

Here are just a few of the resources waiting for you: 

 

•News and updates on the latest news and developments in the special 

education community. 

 

•Tools that can help you learn how to be more actively involved in meeting the 

special education needs of your family member. 

 

•Smart Starts that provide a quick way to gain a better understanding of almost 

450 special education topics, federal regulations, case law, assistive 

technology, and how the special education law applies to your family 

member. 

 

•A Special Ed Online Dictionary that lists more than 1400 widely-used terms 

with straightforward, easily-understood definitions.  

 

•Special Ed Round-Ups that offer a fast and easy way to quickly access best 

practices on hundreds of special education issues from autism to bullying to 

postsecondary transition and more.  

 

Parents are encouraged to take advantage of this valuable resource.                

To request access to the Special Ed Connection please email Parent Services 

at beth.johnson@paec.org.  If you do not have access to the web, please call 

850-638-6131 x 2310. 

http://www.franklincountyschools.org
mailto:beth_johnson@paec.org


 
 
 

Dear Parent or Guardian:  

We would like to inform you that your child may be eligible to participate in the John M. McKay          

Scholarships for Students with Disabilities Program, commonly known as the McKay Scholarship         

Program. This program was created to provide educational options to parents of students with disabilities. 

Currently, more than 30,000 Florida students are participating in this program.  

By participating in the McKay Scholarship Program, your student may be able to attend a different public 

school in your district, attend a public school in an adjacent district or receive a scholarship to attend a 

participating private school.  

To be eligible for the McKay Scholarship Program, a student must apply for the program prior to 

withdrawing from public school. The student must have an Individual Education Plan (IEP), or 504    

Accommodation Plan issued under s. 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (with duration of more than six 

months), and  

•Have been enrolled and reported for funding in a Florida public school (Grades K-12) for the school year 

prior to applying for a scholarship (foster students may be exempt from this requirement); or  

•Have been a pre-kindergarten student who was enrolled and reported for funding in a Florida public 

school during the school year prior to applying for a scholarship; or  

•Have received specialized instructional services under the Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program 

from an approved provider pursuant to s. 1002.66 during the previous school year; or  

•Have attended the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind during the preceding school year’s student 

membership surveys (Grades K-12).  

To find out if your student is eligible, you may apply for the McKay Scholarship Program on the School 

Choice website at www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/ Select the McKay Scholarships link, then     

Parents, and then the link titled Apply for a McKay Scholarship.  

To learn more about your child’s educational options, please contact your school district’s Parental Choice 

Office. You may also contact the Florida Department of Education, Office of Independent Education and 

Parental Choice Information Hotline at 1-800-447-1636, or visit the School Choice website at http://

www.fldoe.org/schools/school-choice/ and click the McKay Scholarships link.  

The McKay intent to participate for the 2021-2022 school year is now open. To potentially be       
eligible for the full scholarship amount (100% of your state generated funding) at an approved    
private school, the intent must be filed by July 3, 2021. For 75% - File by September 2, 2021, enroll by October 
2, 2021. For 50% - File by December 3, 2021, enroll by January 2, 2022. For 25% - File by January 31, 2022, enroll by March 2, 
2022. 

**Please note this serves to notify you that your child may be eligible to participate in the McKay         
Scholarship Program. This does not guarantee your student’s eligibility.  

McKay Scholarship 



 
 
 

What is Self-Determination? 

Self determination is believing you can control your own destiny. Self-determination is a combination of atti-
tudes and abilities that lead people to set goals for themselves, and to take the initiative to reach these goals. It 
is about being in charge, but is not necessarily the same thing as self-sufficiency or  independence. It means 
making your own choices, learning to effectively solve problems, and taking control and responsibility for one's 
life. Practicing self-determination also means one experiences the consequences of making choices.  

Developing Self-Determination Skills 

The development of self-determination skills is a process that begins in childhood and continues throughout 
one's life. Self-determination is important for all people, but it is especially important, and often more difficult to 
learn, for young people with disabilities. Well-meaning individuals sometimes "protect" children with disabilities 
by making all their decisions for them. Also, sometimes people     assume that people with disabilities can't 
think for themselves. 

Self-determination involves many attitudes and abilities including: self-awareness, assertiveness,  creativity, 
and pride, and problem solving and self-advocacy skills. To take charge of your own life, you must be able to 
set goals, evaluate options, make choices and then work to achieve your goals. 

Since self-determination skills are most effectively learned and developed by practicing them,         students 
with disabilities should be given ample opportunity to use their self-advocacy, decision    making and socializa-
tion skills well before they leave high school to prepare themselves for working and living in their community. 

Mentoring 

Older and more experienced adults with disabilities can play a helpful role in this process not only by serving 
as role models, but by working actively and directly with youth as mentors. By sharing the   experiences and 
strategies that led to their own successful employment and independence, mentors can help guide youth 
through a challenging transition period, offer problem-solving advice on issues that parents lack direct experi-
ence with (or that youth may be reluctant to discuss openly with their parents), and provide needed encourage-
ment. 

Many agencies offer mentoring programs that match youth with an adult mentor. Some specifically focus on 
youth with disabilities. Investigate what programs may be available in your community by checking with Inde-
pendent Living Centers for People with disabilities, parent centers in your state, community agencies (such as 
YMCAs, YWCAs, Boys' Clubs and Girls" Clubs programs), and your state vocational rehabilitation agencies. 

Family Support 

Families can provide support for their young adults with disabilities in the development of                 self-
determination skills. Parents can help prepare their young adults with disabilities by giving them  a growing 
number of opportunities to make their own decisions. Families should also provide their  teenager with opportu-
nities to explore employment, housing options, and community recreation     programs in their community by 
utilizing their own network of relatives and friends, as well as formal service systems. Most importantly, families 
should prepare themselves to accept their child in his or her new adult role and allow their adult children to take 
an active role in the decisions that will determine their future … even if it means allowing them to make mis-
takes.  

For more information on Self-Determination visit: 

http://project10.info/DPage.php?ID=185 

http://www.fyitransition.org/pselfdet.html 

http://fyitransition.org/parents.html 

Self Determination 

http://project10.info/DPage.php?ID=185
http://www.fyitransition.org/pselfdet.html
http://fyitransition.org/parents.html


 

Printed by FDLRS/PAEC 

Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System 

Panhandle Area Educational Consortium 

753 West Boulevard Chipley, FL  32428 

 (850) 638-6131 ~ (877) 873-7232 ~ Fax: (850) 638-6142 

  website:  www.paec.org 

Serving Bay, Calhoun, Franklin, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty, Walton, and Washington counties 
 

“The Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources System is funded by the State of Florida, Department of Education, Division of Public Schools and 

Community Education, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services, through federal assistance under the Individual with Disabilities Education 

Act (IDEA), Part B; IDEA Part B, Preschool; and State General Revenue funds.” 

Florida Inclusion Network (FIN) 

The Florida Inclusion Network (FIN) provides services to schools and districts to     

increase and improve inclusive practices for students with disabilities in general      

education classrooms and other natural settings. FIN services are provided by a   

number of facilitators who have experience and expertise in planning and                

implementing inclusive practices at the school and district levels. 

FIN facilitators serve districts and schools by developing and increasing opportunities for meaningful 

inclusion of students with disabilities. Services provided to schools and districts are identified through 

a collaborative, problem solving process focused on increasing outcomes for ALL students in          

inclusive environments.  

When contacted for support and assistance, FIN can provide families with a variety of information  

and resources and may, upon request, contact the district’s exceptional student education (ESE)    

office or school to discuss concerns on behalf of the family. Family concerns and needs are always 

carefully considered as part of FIN’s planning and problem-solving with districts and/or schools. 

While FIN facilitators do not attend IEP meetings, they can provide information about the following: 

effective inclusive practices, family-school collaboration and communication, opportunities for        

networking with other families, and ways to access local resources and support. For information  

about your child’s educational program or Individual Education Plan (IEP), please contact your   

child’s  teacher or school administrator. 

• Know your child 

• Know your child’s right to an inclusive education 

• Work and communicate positively with your school staff 

• Believe that your voice and your child’s voice are important 

The Florida Inclusion Network offers many resources to assist parents. Visit the FIN website at www.FloridainclusionNetwork.com or 

contact your FIN Facilitators, Caren Prichard and Emily McCann, at 850-638-6131 x 2206 or email: caren.prichard@paec.org or        

emily.mccann@paec.org. 

http://www.FloridainclusionNetwork.com

